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Gary Siddall will take reins as president & CEO 
of Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences

Committee to be formed by Aquarium of Niagara to search for new leader
The Buffalo Society of Natural 

Sciences (BSNS) board of manag-
ers on Thursday announced the 
appointment of Gary Siddall as 
president and CEO. Siddall, who 
is currently president and CEO of 
Aquarium of Niagara, will assume 
his new role in leading the Buffalo 
Museum of Science and Tifft Na-
ture Preserve on Feb. 5, 2024.

Siddall said, “I’m honored by 
this appointment to serve as 
president and CEO of the Buffalo 
Society of Natural Sciences, and 
to build upon the organization’s 
history of strong leadership. I 
am inspired by the Society’s well-
established efforts to connect the 
community to science and nature, 
and I look forward to leading So-
ciety team members at the Buf-
falo Museum of Science and Tifft 
Nature Preserve in their efforts 
to cultivate a new generation of 
citizen scientists, and inspire ap-
preciation for our diverse, natural 
world. 

“I feel incredibly confi dent in 
the Aquarium’s leadership and 
board of trustees and their ability 
to bring the organization’s bold vi-
sion for the future to reality.”

His last day with the Aquarium 
will be Jan. 31, 2024. The search 
for his replacement will com-
mence immediately. More details 
regarding an interim appointment 
and search committee will be an-
nounced soon.

Siddall has been with the 
Aquarium of Niagara for 20 years, 

beginning his tenure as a volun-
teer and advancing through the 
zoological department. He began 
serving as the deputy director in 
2014 and was appointed to his cur-
rent role in 2016 by the Niagara 
Aquarium Foundation board of 
trustees. During Siddall’s tenure, 
the venue received its fi rst-ever 
accreditation by the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums, and the 
team collectively executed a full-
scale revision of the master and 
strategic plans and $15 million in 
capital improvements – which in-
clude “Great Lakes 360,” opening 
next year.

“It’s an exciting time for the 
Buffalo Society of Natural Scienc-
es as we make signifi cant strides 
to realize the potential outlined in 
our ambitious strategic plan that 
will broaden our impact within the 
community,” said Keith Lukasik, 
chair of the BSNS board of man-
agers and co-chair of the execu-
tive search committee. “Gary is a 
proven leader in the cultural realm 
and has demonstrated an ability 
to grow and transform a cultural 
organization within Western New 
York. His tenure at the Aquarium 
of Niagara has been nothing short 
of exceptional, and his humble 
and down-to-earth demeanor is 
emblematic of his servant lead-
ership mentality. We, as a board, 
are confi dent that he is the right 
leader at this important moment 
to build upon our rich, 162-year 
history, and to guide the organiza-

tion toward continued success.” 
Jessica Copeland, vice-chair of 

the BSNS board of managers and 
co-chair of the executive search 
committee, added, “Our board 
recognized that the organization 
needed a leader that could main-
tain the momentum achieved by 
previous leadership and serve 
as a force-multiplier for our ex-
ceptional staff and leadership 
team. We partnered with a lead-
ing search fi rm that conducted a 
comprehensive fi ve-month-long 
national search that generated 
more than 30 potential local and 
national candidates. Gary stood 
out by demonstrating a deep ad-
miration and respect for the So-
ciety, as well as an informed and 
innovative perspective on how to 

further advance the organization 
and its mission for the betterment 
of the Western New York commu-
nity.”

Christine Lorenz, chair of the 
Niagara Aquarium Foundation 
board of trustees, said, “While 
Gary has been instrumental in 
setting the Aquarium up for suc-
cess and unprecedented growth 
over the last several years, his 
vision in creating a true Niagara 
Falls destination is one that has 
been shared by the entire orga-
nization, including the staff and 
board. Our search will prioritize 
a candidate capable of providing 
steady leadership and bringing 
the Aquarium’s bold initiatives to 
fruition and continuing this mo-
mentum now and well into the 
future. In the interim, the Aquar-
ium has a strong operations team 
and an incredibly talented team 
of animal care professionals and 
veterinarians who will ensure con-
tinued care and wellbeing for the 
Aquarium’s collection during this 
transition.”

The Buffalo Society of Natu-
ral Sciences manages the Buf-
falo Museum of Science and Tifft 
Nature Preserve with a mission 

of “inspiring joyful exploration 
of science and nature through 
engaging experiences, unique 
resources, and exceptional staff. 
Located in east Buffalo, the Buf-
falo Museum of Science inspires 
multigenerational learning 
through interactive science stu-
dios, exhibits, programming, and 
its extensive collection of more 
than 700,000 belongings, objects 
and specimens. Tifft is a 264-
acre urban wetland preserve on 
reclaimed former industrial land 
in South Buffalo and serves as 
the museum’s ‘living collection.’ 
The Preserve offers fi ve miles of 
hiking trails free of charge year-
round, as well as environmental 
education, stewardship, and out-
reach.”

Learn more at sciencebuff.org 
and tifft.org.

The Aquarium of Niagara is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofi t organization 
that is home to more than 120 
different species, including eight 
rescued and non-releasable ma-
rine mammals. The venue is open 
at 9 a.m. daily year-round, except 
for Christmas and Thanksgiving. 
For more information, visit aquar-
iumofniagara.org. 

Gary Siddall (Submitted photo)

Parishes announce combined Mass schedule 
Roman Catholics in the Town 

of Niagara and Niagara Falls area 
will have their choice of 12 differ-
ent weekend Masses beginning 
Nov. 25.

As part of the Diocese of Buf-
falo’s restructuring program called 
the “Road to Renewal,” fi ve Catho-
lic parishes in Niagara Falls and 
the Town of Niagara have formed 
a family of parishes. While all of 
the parishes remain open, they are 
now sharing clergy and coordinat-
ing worship schedules.

The diocese has assigned four 
full-time priests to the family, which 
includes St. Mary of the Cataract; 
Divine Mercy; Holy Family of Je-
sus, Mary and Joseph; St. John de 
LaSalle; and St. Vincent de Paul. 
According to the diocese, each 
priest should preside at no more 
than three Masses per weekend, 
leading the fi ve parishes to consoli-
date from 19 Masses per weekend 
to 12. The new schedule includes 
four Saturday vigil Masses and 
eight Sunday morning Masses.

•St. Mary of the Cataract, 237 
Fourth St., will hold Mass at 5:30 
p.m. Saturdays, and 7:30 and 9:30 
a.m. Sundays.

•Divine Mercy, 2437 Niagara 
St., will hold Mass at 11 a.m. Sun-
days.

•Holy Family’s St. Joseph site, 
1419 Pine Ave., will hold Mass at 4 
p.m. Saturdays and 8:30 a.m. Sun-
days. Holy Family’s Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel site, 2499 Indepen-
dence Ave., will hold Mass at 10:30 
a.m. Sundays.

•St. John de LaSalle, 8477 Buf-
falo Ave., will hold Mass at 5 p.m. 
Saturdays and 10:30 a.m. Sundays.

•St. Vincent de Paul’s Prince of 
Peace site, 1055 N. Military Road, 

will hold Mass at 4 p.m. Saturdays 
and 11:45 a.m. Sundays. St. Vin-
cent de Paul’s St. Leo site, 2748 
Military Road, will hold Mass at 9 
a.m. Sundays, followed by a city-
wide religious education program 
for children and youth at 10 a.m.

The family of parishes has also 
coordinated its weekday Mass 
schedule. St. Mary of the Cataract 
will hold Mass at 12:10 p.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday. Divine Mercy will hold 8 
a.m. Mass Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Holy Family will 
hold Mass at the St. Joseph site 
at 8 a.m. Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, and at the Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel site on Tuesday 
and Thursday. St. John de LaSalle 
will hold Mass at 8 a.m. weekdays, 
and at 7 p.m. Tuesday. St. Vincent 
de Paul will hold Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
weekdays at the Prince of Peace 
site.

The priests who are assigned to 
the family will rotate among the 
churches for mass. Father James 
Kirkpatrick, a Sanborn native, was 
assigned as pastor of the fi ve par-
ishes in June. He is joined by se-
nior parochial vicar Father Duane 
Klizek, and parochial vicars Father 
Benjamin Mariasoosai and Father 
Mario Racho. Father Stewart Lind-
say, an Oblate of St. Francis de 
Sales, has retired, but remains in 
residence in Niagara Falls and is 
assisting on a part-time basis.

“This schedule gives our parish-
ioners and visitors a wide variety 
of opportunities to attend Sunday 
Mass, and they will be able to do 
so in fuller churches,” Kirkpatrick 
said. “Changes to the Mass sched-
ule mean that people might think 
about going to a different Mass or 

maybe a different church. Wherev-
er you go to Mass in our family of 
parishes, your envelopes will go to 
the benefi t of your home parish.”

He noted the schedule was built 
around several factors, including 
convenience for parishioners, trav-
el time for priests, and the mission 
of the “Road to Renewal.”

St. Peter, St. Raphael & 
St. Bernard Set Mass and 

Confessions Schedule
Part of Diocesan ‘Family No. 34’

St. Peter, St. Raphael and St. Ber-
nard Roman Catholic churches 
have announced their updated 
schedule for weekends, weekdays 
and holy days of obligation.

•St. Raphael: Saturday vigil at 4 
p.m.; Sunday Mass at 10 a.m.; daily 
Masses at 8 a.m. Monday through 
Saturday; confessions from 3:15-
3:45 p.m. Saturday.

•St. Peter: Vigils at 4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday and 8 and 10 a.m. Sunday; 
daily Masses at 7:30 a.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday; confessions from 3:30-
4:15 p.m. Saturday.

•St. Bernard: Sunday Mass at 
11:30 a.m.; weekday Mass at 7 p.m. 
Thursday; confessions at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday.

The actual schedule for holy 
days of obligation will be publi-
cized via bulletin, announcements, 
and other communication chan-
nels prior to the particular feast 
days to be celebrated. 

•St. Raphael: Vigil: 7 p.m.; feast 
day: 8 a.m.

•St. Peter: Feast day: 7:30 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.

•St. Bernard: Vigil: 5:30 p.m.
This schedule goes into effect 

Dec. 2.
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